Potential markers of the atherosclerotic process in high-risk children.
Children whose parents had early coronary heart disease were investigated. In order to assess high-risk parameters serum total cholesterol (TC), total triglyceride (TT), high-density lipoprotein cholesterol (HDLC), low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDLC), lipid peroxide (LP), prostacyclin (PGI2), thromboxane (TX) levels, and the distribution of the complement 3 (C3), protein phenotypes were measured. Compared to a group of control children, the offspring of high-risk subjects had increased LDLC, LP, TC, and TX levels, a higher incidence of fast-slow heterozygotes, and decreased HDLC and PGI2 levels. The measurement of serum PGI2, TX levels and the distribution of C3 protein phenotypes may give further information about the true risk of atherosclerosis.